
April 23, 2020 

The Honorable Congressman Lieu 

1645 Corinth Ave., Suite 101 

United States House of Representatives  

Los Angeles, CA 90025 

Dear Congressman Lieu, 

Hello, my name is Abigail Maemoto, and I am a current junior at Palos Verdes High School. Now more 

than ever during this unprecedented time of COVID-19, I feel it is imperative to dedicate more emphasis 

on STEM education with a particular focus on biotechnology. While there are many programs that expose 

students to coding and robotics, there are very few that expose students to applied technologies in 

biological systems. From a young age, I developed a deep interest in emerging innovations in molecular 

biology; however, there were no venues to cultivate my interests.  Fortunately, as a young freshman, I 

found an opportunity to immerse myself in laboratory research through working in a stem cell lab in a 

program hosted by Pathways to Stem Cell Science. While the program was located in Monrovia which 

was two hours away from my home, every hour of the long drive was worth it as this program was my 

first exposure to the real-world techniques of bioengineering. This experience afforded me the opportunity 

to conduct cancer research at the cellular level at the Lundquist Institute in Carson, CA. In those three 

years of research, I could see that the work I was doing could potentially have a huge impact on improving 

the survival rates of cancer patients; but, the profound innovations being made in the lab also helped me 

realize that all this research requires immense funding. Thus, I decided to take action and started the first 

South Bay campaign team for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Students of the Year Program 

where I raised over $85,000 for blood cancer research. During this quarantine period, I have great 

conviction that we really need to step up our recruitment efforts to foster the next generation of 

bioengineers through education especially at the upper grade-levels. When I heard that Pathways to Stem 

Cell Science was moving their lab to the South Bay area of Torrance, I was so excited as it would be the 

first hub for K-12 students to explore the methodologies, technologies, and discoveries behind biomedical 

research. However, due to a severe lack of funding, Pathways is forced to charge high fees, therefore 

limiting its ability to cultivate interest in the next generation of potential bioengineers. With the looming 

threat of future pandemics like COVID-19, it is of utmost importance that we allocate the appropriate 

funds to support programs like Pathways to attract and train a diverse group of young minds that will be at 

the forefront of preventing and curing the diseases to come. California has historically invested a lot of 

money into stem cell research; however, these funds have been exhausted, and there is a dire need for a 

resurgence in funding into these programs and thus, supporting research funding initiatives, like The 

California Stem Cell Research, Treatments, and Cures Initiative of 2020, is absolutely critical. In addition 

to the current funding of research institutions, it is important that the state sets aside funds for biomedical 

education to ensure that we have future generations that can be engines for California’s prosperity and 

well-being. Through my children’s storybook about the importance of stem cell research in which I am 

currently working on publishing, I hope to spark interest for young students to pursue careers in 

biomedical sciences. However, in order for there to be long-term viability for these types of initiatives, we 

urgently require significant governmental support. I implore you to please support any initiatives that will 

further promote any educational opportunities in applied bioengineering sciences. Thank you for your time 

and consideration. 

           Sincerely, 

           Abigail Maemoto 

           3216 Singingwood Drive 

           Torrance, CA 90505 

           abbiemaemoto@gmail.com 

             


